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Few American cities possess a history as long, rich, and fascinating as Boston’s. A site of momentous national political 
events from the Revolutionary War through the civil rights movement, Boston has also been an influential literary and 
cultural capital. From ancient glaciers to landmaking schemes and modern infrastructure projects, the city’s terrain has 
been transformed almost constantly over the centuries. The Atlas of Boston History traces the city’s history and 
geography from the last ice age to the present with beautifully rendered maps. 
  
Edited by historian Nancy S. Seasholes, this landmark volume captures all aspects of Boston’s past in a series of fifty-
seven stunning full-color spreads. Each section features newly created thematic maps that focus on moments and topics 
in that history. These maps are accompanied by hundreds of historical and contemporary illustrations and explanatory 
text from historians and other expert contributors. They illuminate a wide range of topics including Boston’s physical 
and economic development, changing demography, and social and cultural life. In lavishly produced detail, The Atlas of 
Boston History offers a vivid, refreshing perspective on the development of this iconic American city. 

Contributors: Robert J. Allison, Robert Charles Anderson, John Avault, Joseph Bagley, Charles Bahne, Laurie Baise, J. L. 
Bell, Rebekah Bryer, Aubrey Butts, Benjamin L. Carp, Amy D. Finstein, Gerald Gamm, Richard Garver, Katherine 
Grandjean, Michelle Granshaw, James Green, Dean Grodzins, Karl Haglund, Ruth-Ann M. Harris, Arthur Krim, 
Stephanie Kruel, Kerima M. Lewis, Noam Maggor, Dane A. Morrison, James C. O’Connell, Mark Peterson, Marshall 
Pontrelli, Gayle Sawtelle, Nancy S. Seasholes, Reed Ueda, Lawrence J. Vale, Jim Vrabel, Sam Bass Warner, Jay 
Wickersham, and Susan Wilson 

Nancy S. Seasholes is a historian of Boston who has focused particularly on the filling done to create the land 
on which that city is now located. Her published works include Gaining Ground: A History of Landmaking in Boston 
(MIT 2003), Walking Tours of Boston's Made Land (MIT 2006), and The Atlas of Boston History (Chicago 2119). She 
has an A.B. in history from Radcliffe College and an M.A. and Ph.D. in archaeology from Boston University.   
Contact Information: nseashol@bu.edu 

 
Sophie Brockmann (PhD, history of Science, Cambridge University) is a historian of modern Central 
America, specializing in the role of scientific enquiry in Central America from the eighteenth to the twentieth 
centuries. Her research and teaching interests include Global History, Latin American History, History of 
Science (especially history of geography and cartography), and Environmental History.  She is author of The 
Science of Useful Nature in Central America: Landscapes, Networks and Practical Enlightenment, 1784-1838 (Cambridge 
University Press, fall 2020).   Contact Information: Sophie.brockmann@dmu.ac.uk 


